CRNAs: an enviable legacy of patient service.
The profession of nurse anesthesia and the role of the certified registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA) is chronicled to acquaint the general nursing population and those within advanced practice specialties of nursing to the discipline of anesthesiology. Historical highlights, professional definitions, scope of practice, insights into the educational preparation of CRNAs, employment settings, and marketplace opportunities are described. Professional challenges and opportunities facing CRNAs have come from both within and outside the nursing community. By facing these challenges CRNAs have demonstrated their tenacity in professional commitment to the delivery of quality patient care for more than 100 years.